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A statement is g

definition wWhen it
desCribes something
SO well that it Can
only be that ohe
thing.
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Bad Definition

A statement is @ good
defintion When you Can’t
think Of ahother example
that might fit in the
definition.

=LA statement is a bad étzf‘ nfign
- lwhen you can think of just one
lother thing Or manhy other

B trying to define.

E/éofaél D¢ finition

things that could also fit in the (W&l
defintion besides what you are /.
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Here is ah example of a good definition.

- A pencil is a too| that uses
. lead to write and usually has
yn. aheraser.

This is a good definition because ho
other writing too| fits in this definition.

ere is ah eXample of a bad definition.
A pencil is a too| used for
writing.

This is a bad defintion because
there are mahy tools for writing
uch as a peh or a marker.
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Goad & Bud
Geametry Definitions

Here is ah example of a good
definition from geometry.

A parallelogram is a four-
sided figure that has two pair
Of parallel sides and their
opposite ahgles are equal.

This i§ a good definition beCause ho
other four-sided figure fits this
definitionh that is hot a
parallelogram.

Here is ah example of a bad
definition.

A parallelgram is a four-sided figure.

This is a bad example beCause any
figure that has four sides fits this
defintion.
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PROPERTY

A statement is a
PROPERTY when it

desCribes only one
trait Of something.
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A definition is @ combinhation
Of properties. So, definitions
» are always properties, but hot
all properties are definitions.

Here is ah easy way to tell the

difference between a

definitioh and a property. If

you Canh think of something

b else that also fits the
statement then the
statement is g property and

» NOt g definition.
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